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SUBJECT: JAPANESE AMBASSADOR TO THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES? 

WE HAVE LEARNED FROM JAPANESE ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICERS IN 
BELGIUM THAT TOKYO IS CONTEMPLATING NAMING A SEPARATE 
JAPANESE AMBASSADOR TO THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES. THIS 
STRIKES US AS A FAVORABLE DEVELOPMENT SINCE AMBASSADOR 
NISIBORI, WHILE PLEASANT ENOUGH PERSONALLY, HAS STRUCK 
US AS A FISH OUT OF WATER IN THE ECONOMIC AREA. APPARENT- 
LY HE TOO WISHES TO CONCENTRATE ON BILATERAL RELATIONS 
WITH BELGIUM AND HIS OBSERVER ROLE VIS-A-VIS NATO FOR 
WHICH, GIVEN HIS POLITICAL AND DISARMAMENT BACKGROUND, 

HE IS BETTER EQUIPPED. IF TOKYO HAS ANY INSIGHT AS TO 
WHO MAY BE IN LINE FOR THE COMMUNITY JOB, WE WOULD LIKE 
TO KNOW. HINTON 
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